
Holbury Manor and Warren Copse report – June 2022 

This year has been the best ever for the Wild Flowers and the Bluebells have been fantastic, 

it makes all the work the Team has put in worthwhile. It gives me a sense of pride when I 

see pictures posted on Facebook, but not surprised when I see comments of “I live in 

Holbury, where is this, it’s beautiful”. 

We have been working for 13 years now, but we still have a long way to go as we are being 

hit by Ash Dieback, which means a lot of trees need to be felled. I have always believed that 

natural regeneration is better than planting, but one area behind Moat Close has lost a lot 

of trees, so I have contacted the Woodland Trust to see what offers there are for trees this 

winter. I am looking to replant some Oak, Beech, Hazel and Field Maple. 

I think mention should be made of Andrew Sheppard and Andrew Kitcher who have cleared 

and felled a lot of trees identified free of charge. When the Council bought Warren Copse 13 

years ago I was told there would be plenty of people willing to fell trees for free, it took me 

11 years to find someone, there were plenty who would do it at a cost. The Council have to 

have the trees inspected each year, last year the estimate was over £20,000, because of the 

work by the group, the groundstaff and the two Andrews this was reduced to approx. 

£8,000 

Jason and myself had a very amicable meeting with Hampshire Highways and the Flood 

Prevention Team regarding the flooding in Park Lane, the main problem being the piped 

ditch that was not capable of taking the amount of water from heavy rainfalls. They have 

agreed to remove the pipe and re-instate the ditch, and Jason has agreed to keep the ditch 

clear, a positive outcome. This though will not stop the road flooding as I maintain the pipe 

across the road is not big enough to take the amount of water that comes from a storm. To 

this end I have come up with an idea to build a Beaver Dam (a blockage of wood to regulate 

water flow) in one of the old pond areas of the moated area, this is because as it is a 

Scheduled Ancient Monument no engineering work can be done that changes it structure. I 

had a positive talk with the Flood Management representative, unfortunately I have now 

found out he has left but I have been continuing correspondence, unfortunately they say 

there is a charge for their permission. But I have replied that we are not doing it for our 

benefit but to help Hampshire Highways, so if there is a charge it will not be done. 

The idea of fencing the HLS area of the Manor Field to graze it during the winter has stalled 

at the moment due to staff shortages. I have now re-established communication with the 

Land advice Service so things should now progress. I see Lepe Country Park are also looking 

to graze one of their areas.                    

Eddie Holtham 


