
ESTATES AND FACILITIES JANUARY 2022 

ALLOTMENTS AND GRAZING FIELDS                    APPENDIX 12B 

 

1.0 INFORMATION 

The council recently commissioned a company to test the soil profile at the current parish 

allotment site after historic information suggested that the site was possibly filled with 

hazardous items. This came at the same time that the gazing fields had a substance break 

through the top layer of soil in the hot weather.  

Environmental health was called out to assess the 2 sites in question and have given the 

below advice. 

 

Current allotment site at Kennels Corner 

Historic maps of the allotment site show the site as open space from maps dating back to 1867 to 

the present day. Information from the Environment Agency shows that this site was part of a larger 

licenced landfill, the licence was held by Fawley Parish Council and was issued in 1982 accepting 

inert waste. 

 

To fully understand the site, it is advised that a full site characterisation is undertaken by a suitably 

qualified person(s). This would identify all the potential sources (on and off site) of any 

contamination, and any pathways and receptors on site that may be affected by the contamination. 

A level of risk is then determined for each source-pathway-receptor linkage (which is called a 

pollutant linkage). If the risk is moderate or high then a site investigation is required on the site and 

an appropriate sampling strategy is developed, the results of which provide a robust risk assessment 

and determine whether the site is suitable for its use. Appropriate sample containers have to be 

used for sampling which are provided by the laboratory who will carry out the analysis, depending 

on the contaminant to be tested for sample containers will be plastic or glass. Natural contamination 

in as much as what background levels of contaminants are, has to also be taken into account, 

particularly for substances such as lead. 

 

Horse grazing field at Newlands 

Historic maps of the horse grazing field show the site as open space / marsh from 1867-1947. Some 

sort of extraction (likely to be for gravel) of the field in the 1950’s is shown on historic maps dated 

1956-60, there is no map dated 1961-69. We hold no information from the Environment Agency on 

this site and we can only assume that the site was not licenced as a landfill and so we are relying on 

anecdotal evidence of the potential infilling of the site until such time that a site investigation is 

undertaken. 

 

Our advice currently would be to monitor the situation of when and where areas of contamination 

are appearing and fence off areas which seem impacted so horses cannot gain access and consider a 



site characterisation / site investigation for future proofing the site. This would provide an idea of 

the previous infilling, depth of groundwater, groundwater flow etc. to ensure the site is suitable for 

its use enabling more informed decisions to be made on how the field is used. 

 

2.0 ONGOING SOLUTION 

The lease owner affected by the substance that recently appeared on the grazing field has 

been notified and access has been restricted to the affected area. 

With regards to the allotments, the results for the soil analysis came back with no cause for 

concern. They were compared with published guidelines for contamination on allotments. 

Also, information has been passed verbally to me that suggests that the landfill was of inert 

material not of a hazardous nature. I will be exploring the recommendation by environmental 

health to complete a full site characterisation. 

 

3.0 PROPOSED NEW ALLOTMENTS 

Further investigations have brought up historic information on the proposed site for the new 

allotments. I have been informed that the site has been untouched, compared to the large 

majority of Gang Warily and Newlands fields but before quotes are attained for the estimated 

costs of the project I would recommend that a for soil analysis and survey is completed of the 

area so the council can be sure that the site is suitable for food production. 

I have gathered 2 quotes which can be found below. 

Quote A - £3160+VAT 

To dig at 4 locations and collect samples. To test for contamination, soil quality and 

pesticide/herbicides. 

Quote B - £5587+VAT 

To include provision of historical maps and production of an initial conceptual site model. A 

preliminary risk assessment. Utility check. To dig at 4 locations and collect samples. To test 

for contamination and soil quality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Also, below I have included a first basic draft of the proposed allotment site as requested. 

 

 

4.0 RECOMMENDATION 

That council agree a soil analysis is to be conducted before attaining quotes for works. To 

accept quote A and cost of £3160+VAT taken from reserves. 

 

For more information contact: 

Jason Mansbridge 

Grounds Manager 

07849282342 

Jason.mansbridge@fawley-pc.gov.uk 


